
It is wonderful to be able to announce once again that the 2009 academic year has ended with ConcordÕs 
best ever A level and GCSE results.  Teachers and students can be proud of an outstanding set of results that 
have led to most students attending the university of their Þrst choice.   This academic year has also seen the 
building and opening of a beautiful new classroom block that will house English and Maths teaching.  

Academic Matters
Academic success has always been a big part of life at 
Concord.  The purpose of preps, Saturday tests and end 
of term exams is to help students to achieve the highest 
grades of which they are possible.  But the key issue is 
to remember that these are not grades for the sake of 
grades.  High grades open doors to top universities and 
give students choices about courses and careers.  Cru-
cially, they also give students confidence as they head 
into the next stage of their lives.    

On this basis, 2009 has been a fantastic year.  Our 6:2 
leavers have produced the College’s best ever results 
with almost 94% of grades awarded A or B.  Perhaps 
even better than this is the fact that 77% of all grades 
were A grade.  This has enabled over 70% of Concord 
students to attend the very best UK universities.  

At GCSE, the students have once again achieved best 
ever results with nearly 72% of grades at A* or A grade.  
With GCSE grades so crucial to future university suc-
cess, these are very important results.  

Just as the students deserve great credit, so these results 
are a testament to the expertise and dedication of the 
Concord teaching staff.

National and Regional Awards
Concord students have achieved success in a number of 
national and regional competitions this year.  The Senior 
Maths team won their 
regional heat and fin-
ished third overall in the 
national final of the UK 
Maths Trust competition; 
a Concord team reached 
the regional final of the 
Student Investor chal-
lenge; and our Young 
Enterprise Group won 
the prize for Outstanding 
Commitment.  There 
were many individual 
successes including Shi 
Yun Khoo, who reached 
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Headlines, 2009
93.8%A/B at A Level (77% A grade)

14 students into Oxford and Cambridge 

18 students placed at UK medical schools 

14 students into LSE, 20 into Imperial, 11 

into UCL, 13 into Warwick, 7 into King’s

70% of Concord’s 2009 leavers are now at-
tending Top 10 UK universities (using ‘The 
Times’ university league tables).

3rd in ‘The Times’ school league table (co-
educational schools); 5th in ‘The Inde-
pendent’ league table

Best ever GCSE results (71.9% A*/A)

£2 million classroom building opened

Annual Review 2009 
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the final of the county Concerto Competition and played 
in the brand new Theatre Severn in Shrewsbury. Partici-
pation in such competitions is another way that students 
can show their ability but also gain recognition for their 
efforts and self-belief.

Facilities
The building programme at Concord has continued after 
the opening of our new student social centre, the West 
End.  This year’s project, a new classroom block, has 
been at the very heart of the campus and has called for a 
considerable amount of patience on the part of the stu-
dents!  The project has also included  the re-landscaping 
of the front of the Main Hall: the car park has been 
moved and lowered in order that the listed portico on 
the front of the building could once again been seen in 
all its glory from a distance.  Many new trees have been 
planted and there is a new formal garden area.  The new 
classroom block itself is providing nine state-of-the-art 
teaching rooms for the Maths and English departments.

Beyond the Academic
The ‘News’ pages of the College website  are full of the 
various activities of the College ranging from sport to 
drama and from music to trips.  
This year students have had the opportunity to take part 
in an extended outdoor education programme, which 
will continue into next year.  Just to pick out a few 
highlights:the basket ball team won the county league 
and were runners -up in the County Cup.  The choir 
were involved in a world record singing event; and the 
students put on a ‘green’ themed fashion show.  All of 
the activities give students opportunities to develop a 
sense of confidence and of ‘self’.  

The Future?
2009 has been a strong year for Concord.  Our 2009 
leavers have left behind them a legacy of success. This 
year holds many challenges for Concord, not least be-
cause  we  are celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the 
founding of the College.  There are a number of new 
developments planned this year, but chief among these 
is the refurbishment of the old classroom block, which 
will include a new learning resource centre to replace 

the existing library.  Overall, however, care and continu-
ity are at the heart of the education offered at Concord.  
I am often asked Ôwhat is the secret of ConcordÕs suc-
cess?Õ  How is it that the College achieves such amazing 
levels of academic achievement and remains a largely 
happy school.  In essence I think that we are fortunate 
to have a skilled and dedicated staff teaching a body of 
students who want to learn.  Added to that is the College 
ethos of having high expectations and striving to 
achieve oneÕs very best.  There is an atmosphere of en-
deavour at Concord as well as a strong sense of fun that 
combine to allow students to ßourish, to grow and to 
succeed.  Long may it continue....  

N G Hawkins, Principal, September 2009
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